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HOU Ji-gao and his Notes from Japan
LI Xiao-lin
(School of History, Nankai Univeristy, Tianjin, 300071, China)

Abstract: HOU Ji-gao, a general during the reign of Jiajing and Wanli (1522~1619), was a diligent writer apart
from his work of defending the frontiers in Guangdong and Zhejiang Provinces. Among the many books he wrote,
Notes from Japan is of particular value in understanding the Japanese society of the 16th century. The present paper
investigates the book’s exhaustive description of the Japanese geography, politics, culture, economy, language and
literature, customs and predilections, etc.
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