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Liu Qiu People’s Chinese Study in the Ming and Qing Times
DONG Ming
(College for Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language, BNU, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: The Liu Qiu islands began to contact China in the early Ming dynasty when the Chinese
language and some Chinese written materials had been known in those islands. Afterwards, however, the
demand for the study of the Chinese language and culture became more and more urgent. Besides sending
students to China at least 16 times during the Ming period, the Liu Qiu islands encouraged education at home
to foster Chinese study so as to change the backwardness in their culture. During the Qing period,the Lin Qiu
islands still stressed Chinese study as usual, sending their students to China as well as encouraging Chinese
study in various schools at home. Apart from the officially sent, some overseas students from the Liu Qiu
islands were privately supported as well. All the students became the backbone of those who fostered the
friendship between China and their homelands and who introduced Chinese language and culture in the
islands.

Key words; The Ming Dynasty; The Qing Dynasty; the Liu Qiu islands; Chinese study;
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