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The Influence and Contributions of ZHAQO Wenkai’s Mission
to Ryukyu in the Reign of Emperor JiaQing

FU Lang
( The Department of History Fujian Teachers’ University, Fuzhou 350007, China)

Abstract: Among the title — conferring envoys in the Qing Dynasty, ZHAO Wenkai, who was sent on
a diplomatic mission to Ryukyu in 1800, was a most honest and incorruptible one , strictest with his sub-
ordinates. He limited the quantities and types of the cargoes in mission trade, reduced the daily expenses of
the diplomatic mission, declined seven state banquets arranged by the Ryukyu King and turned down the
king’s gift of money, This practically relieved the economic burden of the Ryukyu natives and also bettered
the Sino — Ryukyu relationship. ZHAQO Wenkai and his subordinates exchanged extensively and closely with
the natives in calligraphy, language, poetry and so on. This helped to widespread the Chinese culture in
Ryukyu. Reacting to damage done by storms and pirates, ZHAQ Wenkai was seriously hurt mentally and
physically. Seven years after returning to homeland, he died suddenly one day, still in position, at the age
of 48.

Key words: ZHAQO Wenkai; confer a title on the king of Ryukyu; influence and contribuitions
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